
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

December Update 
On December 8th from 10am – 3pm, the PTA is 
hosting a Pop-up Shop at Covington Elementary 
where vendors will be selling handcrafted goods. 
Did you know that many of these handcrafted 
items would be considered folk art? 

What is folk art? Very simply, folk art is the art of 
the common people. You don’t have to go to 
special schools to learn to create folk art; most folk 
art is created using 
traditional techniques that 
have been passed down 
from one generation to the 
next. This makes folk art 
incredibly valuable because 
it provides a history of 
people and cultures that we 
may not have had without 
such art.   

Folk art also shows us that art is everywhere. We 
often think of art as painting, sculpture, or 
photography, but art can be things like quilts, 
jewelry, pieces of furniture, embroidery, and even 
cookie or cake decorations! Folk art may not be 
what you think of as traditional art, but it IS art full 
of tradition!  

Featured Art Element: Movement    
Movement is creating the look and feel of action in a work 
of art. You create movement by using different types of lines 
or repeating other elements of art throughout the artwork.   
 

 Featured Artist: Grandma Moses (1860-1961) 
Anna Mary Robertson Moses was an American folk artist known by the nickname 
“Grandma Moses”. As a child, she loved art and used whatever materials she could find 
(including lemon and grape juice!) to paint her pictures. Unfortunately, when she got 
older, running a farm and raising a family left her little time to paint--she didn’t really start 
until the age of 78! Prior to painting, she worked on embroidery and quilting. Arthritis 
made creating art in this way too painful to continue so she switched to painting. From 
the age of 78 to 101, she created over 1,500 pieces of art! Her paintings are mostly what 

she called “old-timey” pictures of rural life 
that gave her viewers an idea of how 
people used to live. Her painting Winter 
(shown here) gives us a peek at her past. 
What differences do you see from how we 
live now? What do you see that is similar? 
Notice how much movement is in this 
picture. Grandma Moses used several 
types of lines to show how people in this 
painting are busy with their daily 
activities. How many examples of 
movement do you spot?  

Draw a Skiing Snowman! 
Using the medium of your choice 
(remember that medium here means a 
material used to create art), follow 
these step-by-step pictures to draw a 
snowman on skis. What kinds of lines 
or other elements of art can you add to 
create movement?  

SEND US A PICTURE! Email a picture of your 
drawing to covartdocents@gmail.com or 
drop your artwork in the PTA mailbox in the 
main hallway at school—be sure to include 
your name and class so we can get it back 
to you. Your art could be featured in the 
next newsletter!  

ATTENTION PARENTS:  
Art Assistants Needed! 

Want to help with art, but don’t 
want to teach a lesson yourself? 
Become an Art Assistant for the 
docent in your child’s classroom! 
For more information, email 
covartdocents@gmail.com. 

The Covington Elementary Art Docent Program is 
funded by the PTA and works in conjunction with the 
Interurban College of the Arts. All docents are 
volunteers. Interested in volunteering? Email the Art 
Docents Program at covartdocents@gmail.com. 

Featured Favorite Art Medium: Chalk Pastels   
Chalk pastels have a bad reputation for being dusty and smearing easily. They are a bit dusty, but 
the easy smearing (or blending) is one of the reasons we love them! You don’t need any special tools 
to use them either! Draw directly on the paper with the chalk and then use your fingers to blend or 
soften the colors. Since chalk is just pigment (color) and binder (the stuff that holds it together), you 
get incredibly vibrant colors, though the color intensity can vary depending on the quality of the 
pastels. Sargent Art has a beautiful 12 count artist pastel set for under $10 on Amazon.  

Whatever traditions you have or 
holidays you celebrate this 
season, we hope it is a time filled 
with joy. May you have a very 
happy (and artful) New Year! 
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