
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

February Update 
Have you heard the amazing news? There is a 
new art club at Covington Elementary for 
students in 3rd – 6th grade! Art Club will meet 
every Tuesday after school from 4:00pm to 5:15 
in four-week increments. The first four weeks 
starts March 3rd and runs through March 24th. 
During those four weeks, students will explore 
various art techniques and experiment with art 
supplies not typically used in the classrooms.  

Each week, participants 
will add to their art, 
creating a masterpiece 
that they can take home 
OR display at Art Walk!  

There is limited space available so if you are 
interested in joining, make sure you turn in the 
forms and payment ($25) or scholarship 
application to the PTA mailbox in the main 
hallway by February 14th.  

Also, a big round of applause for Fahari B.—the 
Covington Elementary 5th grader who advocated 
for art club! Thank you, Fahari, for being so 
passionate about art!  

Featured Art Element: Texture   
Texture is how something looks and feels. Artists use texture to create 
something interesting to look at or illusions of how things feel in their 
artwork. Adding texture to your art can help objects look more realistic. For 
example, in the picture of the owl, the feathers look soft, the beak looks 
hard, and the eye of the owl looks glossy.  

 Featured Artist: Eric Carle   
Eric Carle is best known for his children’s books and illustrations like those found 
in The Very Hungry Caterpillar. But did you know that 
he also paints (his painting Ribbon II is shown here), 
creates sculptures, and designed opera costumes? Eric 
Carle was born in New York in 1929, but at the age of 
six, his mother moved the family to Germany. He 
studied art in Germany, graduating from art school 
there, but longed to return to American. At age 23, he 
moved back to New York with only $40 and got a job 
working for the New York Times paper. In 1967, author 
Bill Martin, Jr. asked Carle to illustrate the book Brown  

Bear, Brown Bear, What do you see? After that, Carle 
began writing and illustrating his own stories, 
becoming famous for his colorful collage art. To create 
collage art, Carle paints paper, sometimes using 
brooms or other unusual art tools to create interesting 
textures, then cuts up the paper to create his pictures.   

 
 

Create Your Own Word Collage for Valentine’s Day! 

 

1. Start by painting or coloring four pieces of paper with different colors. 
If you are using a thicker paint like tempera, use a fork or toothpick to 
scrape designs in the paint. Try applying some of the paint with a sponge. 
Use different colors to draw polka dots, lines, or splatter the paint on the 
papers. If you color your paper with markers, add crayon designs as well. 
Use your imagination! There are many different ways to create texture.  
  

2. If you used paint to color your paper, let it dry first before sketching out 
your letters. Once your paper is ready, take a pencil and draw out L, O, V, 

and E in block letters. Use different colors for each letter and make sure they aren’t too 
big—you want them to fit on the paper you are going to glue them on.  
 

3. Cut out each letter and glue it down on a piece of white paper to 
spell out the word LOVE. You cold also cut out a caterpillar, butterfly, 
or lady bug to add to your art. And don’t throw the paper scraps away! 
You can cut out other words or pictures to create multiple collages!  
 

Email a picture of your art to covartdocents@gmail.com. It could be 
featured in the next newsletter!  

 

The Covington Elementary Art Docent Program is 
funded by the PTA and works with the Interurban 
College of the Arts. All docents are volunteers. 
Interested in volunteering? Email the Art Docents 
Program at covartdocents@gmail.com. 

Featured Favorite Art Supply: Watercolor Paper 
Ordinary paper is not made to stand up to liquid paints; it curls or rips easily. Watercolor paper 
is heavier than ordinary paper and has more texture to absorb the water at just the right rate 
without ripping. Canson is a great brand and you can often find it on Amazon for under $6! 

Family Fun Workshops at SAM 
The Seattle Art Museum offers incredible 
Family Fun workshops. Cost is $30 for one adult 
and two kids ($15 for members. $10 each for 
additional kids). This includes viewing art in the 
museum, all the supplies for the art activity, and 
a return family pass for four to visit the museum! 
Go to www.seattleartmuseum.org to sign up or 
get more information.  

February 29th – Tiny Tots (ages 3-6)  
People and Portraits: “Meet” people painted by 
artists and then make your own portrait inspired 
by what you’ve seen.  

March 28th – Young Artists (ages 6-10) 
Cut and Collage: View mixed media works and 
then create your own masterpiece using 
unconventional materials.  


